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Suppliers to the 2023 Ford Super Duty
ENGINEERED PLASTIC FASTENER - WEATHER GUARD

EFC INTERNATIONAL

SUSPENSION SYSTEM BEARINGS/BUSHES

TENNECO

TRAILER YAW SENSOR
MACLEAN-FOGG

SIDE DOOR CHECK LINKS
MULTIMATIC

TRANSMISSION CASE
RYOBI DIE CASTING

HVAC SEALS AND GASKETS
PLASTOMER

DRIVE MODE SWITCH 
KOSTAL

CYLINDER-HEAD GASKETS
ELRINGKLINGER

SEAT DAMPERS
VIBRACOUSTIC

STEERING WHEEL HEATER ELEMENT
KURABE

OUTSIDE DOOR HANDLES AND TAILGATE HANDLES
ADAC

HALF-ROUND U-JOINT INTERFACE
MNP

SUSPENSION SPRING SEAT
GREDE

FUEL TANK
PLASTIC OMNIUM

POWER STEERING LINES
YOKOHAMA INDUSTRIES AMERICAS

DISCHARGE LINE
TI FLUID SYSTEMS

CYLINDER HEAD
NEMAK

DOOR CONTROL UNIT 
KOSTAL

CHARGE AIR COOLER
DANA

EXTERIOR MIRROR
MOTHERSON SUMI SYSTEMS

B&O 10-SPEAKER AUDIO SYSTEM
HARMAN
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Joe Garner, a Teamsters Local 315
member, said he was concerned about
losing his job to a machine.

“We also cannot overlook the poten-
tial cuts to good jobs and how these 
jobs support the livelihoods of so ma-
ny California families,” Garner said.
“� is is not just a job for me. It is life 
support for my family.”

Kalra said he attended the rally to
support protecting truck drivers’ jobs.

“If a truck breaks down on the side of
the road, I want one of you to be there

to troubleshoot it. I want one of you to 
be there to make sure it gets safely o�  
the road,” Kaira said.

Other states
Companies are already testing 

autonomous driving in other states,
mainly in the Southwest, where
weather and road conditions are fa-
vorable to self-driving vehicles.

“By prohibiting heavy-duty AVs, the
reality is California has become an 
outlier,” Ariel Wolf, the Autonomous
Vehicle Industry Association’s general
counsel, said at a California Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicle’s workshop on 
the regulations last  month.

� e pushback against fully robotic 
trucks traveling on public roads also 
comes as autonomous trucking looks

to become the � rst signi� cant com-
mercialization of self-driving technol-
ogy in the U.S.

Truck builders such as Daimler 
Truck Group and Volvo Trucks, along 
with autonomous driving technology 
companies such as Waymo and Auro-
ra Innovation, are pushing to move
freight with self-driving technology.

Many early tests and pilot programs
involve hauling goods across long
routes in Texas.

For now, all the trucks are operating
with safety drivers. But the companies
involved in the pilot programs have 
signaled their intentions to eventually 
pull the safety drivers from the cabs, 
probably sometime next year or in
2025.

� e freight and logistics industry is 

looking to build a business based on 
hub-to-hub freight operations. In this 
model, a human driver ferries a load to 
an adjacent highway hub. 

An autonomous big rig takes over 
and hauls freight to a similar hub hun-
dreds of miles away, where another 
human takes the cargo to its destina-
tion.

Backup systems
Daimler, Volvo and other truck

builders are designing specialized 
chassis equipped with redundancies
that provide backup systems for
autonomous driving technology.

Aguiar-Curry said moving too quick-
ly to convert � eets to autonomous 
trucks is shortsighted and could result
in a shortage of workers.

“� e supply chain crisis of the past
three years should teach us not to ig-
nore emerging needs in this very com-
plex international goods system,” Agu-
iar-Curry said.

However, it is “imperative” for Cali-
fornia’s DMV to begin rulemaking for
autonomous trucking now so that the 
work force can prepare for the shift,
Je� Farrah, the Autonomous Vehicle 
Industry Association’s executive direc-
tor, said in a statement following the
state’s workshop.

“It’s important to remember that it 
will take time for AV trucks’ full po-
tential to be reached in the Golden 
State, with deployment taking place
gradually over the years to � ll in cur-
rent and future labor shortages,” Far-
rah said. a
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Early tests involve
long routes in Texas

Parks Automotive Group, bolstered by an un-
disclosed investment from Franchise Equity 
Partners, has expanded its North Carolina opera-
tions, company President Adam Parks said.

Jack and Robin Salzman on Jan. 18 sold Lake
Norman Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep-Ram in Cornelius 
and Gastonia Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep-Ram, both 
near Charlotte, to growing Parks Automotive so 
they could pursue other interests in business and
philanthropy. � e dealership names will remain.  

� e deal marks Franchise Equity Partners’ sec-
ond investment into  a dealership group, Co-Man-
aging Partner Scott Romano� told Automotive 
News. In October, the private investment �rm  in-
vested $70 million into Georgica Auto Holdings .

� e New York � rm, launched by Romano� and 

Michael Esposito in November 2021, received $1 
billion in funding from HPS Investment Partners
to invest in � ve sectors, including  $400 million 
earmarked  for automotive dealerships. Roma-
no�  said he could not disclose how much of the
remaining $330 million was used in the Parks
deal. He and Parks said Franchise Equity Part-
ners has a minority stake in the  acquired stores.

“Over the past year, our watch words are ‘mi-
nority,’ ‘passive’ and ‘permanent,’ where we leave 
the day-to-day operations and control of the 
dealership in the hands of the operator,” Roma-
no�  said. “� is deal is consistent with that.”

Romano�  said Franchise Equity Partners, whose 
leadership team includes longtime auto executive 
Mark LaNeve, �rst had conversations with industry 
professionals about potentially working together at
last year’s AutoTeam America buy-sell summit. 

Romano�  said those talks eventually led to a meet-
ing with the Parks family.

“� ey’re the exact type of operators that we 
want to partner with: family-owned, multigener-
ational businesses,” Romano�  said.

Haig Partners, which represented the Salzmans in 
the transaction, described the Lake Norman store as 
high-performing among Stellantis dealerships.  It
will relocate to a new 55,000-square-foot facility.

Parks said in an email to Automotive News that 
the transaction also included a more than 
100,000-square-foot service facility dedicated to
commercial � eet service and vehicle up�tting.
Parks said that when the Lake Norman dealer-
ship relocates,  the existing showroom will be 
used for a used-vehicle store.

Before the January transaction, Parks Automo-
tive, of Kernersville, N.C., had most recently ex-
panded into Virginia in September, purchasing 
three luxury dealerships there. � e group also 
has stores in South Carolina.

Franchise Equity Partners continues to have
discussions with dealerships and other industry 
professionals throughout the country, though no
deals are pending, Romano�  said, adding that
the $400 million  dealership target portfolio re-
mains part of the  objective. a
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Gastonia Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep-Ram in North 
Carolina was part of the January transaction.
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